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despicable to Insure his obedience.'" He replied: ' Yes,
but in a place where others are in need of bread.' Let it
not remain unknown that the king here mentioned is not-
Eskandar who was the son of Filqus [Philip].

Being asked why he did not tight against the enemies of
religion, lie replied: ' Of all the goods possessed by men, I.
have life only ; and if I jeopardize that, what will be left
to me ?' When people blamed him for not marrying, he
replied : ' It is more easy for me to suppress lust, than to
encounter the hardships of supporting a famiry.' One day
Eskandar asked his courtiers by what means eternal
reward could be gained, and Diujunos answered : 'By good
acts easy to you. but utterly impossible to your subjects."
Once he passed near a custom-house, and being asked
whether he had anything in his bag, he replied affirma-
tively; but when the official examined it and found
nothing, he asked: c Where is the thing thon hast men-
tioned ?' the philosopher pointed to his breast, saying:
' My treasury-chest is here, of which no thief nor custom-
house officer can rob me.3

AFLATUX [PLATO] THE DIVINE.

The meaning of the word Aflatun is in the Yonani [Greek]
language * general welfare' and ' much science.' Both
his parents were noble descendants of Asqlabios. From
childhood Aflatun pursued the study of the language and
the rules of poetry till the time of adolescence, with such
ardour that he became celebrated for his attainments; but
one day he happened to be present at a lecture of Soqrat,
who was just declaiming against persons that spend all
their time with poetry and poets, thus falling back in other
accomplishments. The words of Soqrat made so deep an
impression upon him that he attended during five years to
his instructions, and devoted himself to the study of philo-
sophy. When Soqrat departed to his eternal rest, Aflatun
went to Egypt, where he associated with the disciples of
Fithagkorath, appropriated to himself all they knew,
returned to Athenian, the city of sages, and established a